


28 





Do They Not ‘Then Reflect 


On the 


OUR’AN 








{So fight in the cause of Allah; you are not held respon- 
sible except for yourself. And encourage the believers [to 
fight] that perhaps Allah will restrain the might of those 
who disbelieve. And Allah is greater in might and stronger 
in punishment} [An-Nisa@: 84]. 


Al-Qurtubi states in his tafsir of this ayah, “Az-Zajjaj said, 
‘Allah $ ordered His Messenger #} to wage jihad, even if 
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he has to fight alone, because He has guaranteed for him 
support. Ibn ‘Atiyyah said, “Ihis is the apparent mean- 
ing of the wording, but nothing has been narrated about 
fighting being obligatory upon him alone at any point in 
time without it also being obligatory on the Ummah. So 
the meaning — and Allah knows best — is that the wording 
addresses him, while it is a lesson for everyone individ- 
ually; that is, the statement to you, O Muhammad, and 








every individual from your Ummah is, {So fight in the 
cause of Allah; you are not held responsible except for 
yourself}.’ And for this reason, it is incumbent on every 
believer to wage jihad, even if he has to do so alone. And 
in that regard is the statement of the Prophet #, “By Al- 
lah, I will surely fight them even if I’m alone’ [Reported 
by al-Bukhari from al-Miswar and Marwan], and also the 
statement of Abū Bakr when the apostasy occurred, ‘And 
if my right hand were to oppose me, I would wage jihad 
against it with my left hand.” 


This statement of al-Qurtubi, along with those of other 
mufassirin, highlights the magnitude of what the believers 
have been burdened with. The matter of believing in Al- 
lah and then striving to raise high His kalimah — la ilaha 
illallah — is so significant that if one had no choice but to 
march forth and fight by himself to achieve this, he would 
have to do so. As such, Allah & reminds His Messenger #8; 
and the believers that each individual is only responsible 
for himself. He should not look around and base his deci- 
sion to make hijrah and wage jihad for the cause of Allah 
on what other people are doing. Nor should he hesitate to 
strike the enemies of Allah $% if its within his means to do 
so, even if he were alone. 






On the statement of Allah, {You are not held responsible 
except for yourself}, Ibn Kathir ee a report from 
Ibn Abi Hatim that al-Bara Ibn ‘Azib & 
man who encountered a hundred of the enemy and fought 
them was considered to be from those about whom Allah 
said, {And do not throw yourselves with your own hands 
into destruction} [Al-Baqarah: 195]. He replied, “Allah 
said to His Prophet, {So fight in the cause of Allah; you are 
not held responsible except for yourself. And encourage 


the believers [to fight]}.” 


s was asked if a 


Thus, the believer should be prepared to fight alone when 
necessary and to incite others to join him in jihād. He 
should not be discouraged by a lack of numbers and 
should understand that the rewards of a good deed are 
multiplied when one faces greater difficulty in carrying 
them out, as is the case when one finds no one to support 
him in fighting the kuffar, yet courageously marches for- 
ward and terrorizes the enemies of Allah nonetheless. 


In his tafsir of the aforementioned ayah, al-Qurtubi then 
explains the statement of Allah {That perhaps Allah will 
restrain the might of those who disbelieve}, saying, “Allah 
restrained the might of the mushrikin at Badr as-Sughra 
(the Minor Badr) and they went back on what they 
promised the Prophet @ . Allah 


<> of war and fighting’ 
1 ‘The Minor Badr refers to an appointment for battle between the 






Prophet # and the mushrikin of Quraysh two years after the decisive 
battle of Badr. The Prophet # and his companions camped at Badr for 
eight days waiting for the enemy to arrive. The mushrikin halted their 
march towards Badr when they reached the area of Marr adh-Dhahran, 


{And Allah is greater in might and stron- 
ger in punishment} [An-Nisa’: 84] 





also sufficed the believers at al-Hudaybiyah of what the 
mushrikin sought to carry out of treachery and opportun- 
ism. Thus, the believers sensed their plot and headed out, 
capturing them as prisoners, and this occurred as the en- 
voys were going between them to negotiate a truce.” This 
is what is intended by His # statement, {And it is He 
who withheld their hands from you} [Al-Fath: 24] ... And 
Allah cast terror into the hearts of the factions [during 
al-Khandaq] and they departed without any killing or 
fighting, as He & said, {And Allah spared the believers 
from having to fight}. Likewise, the Jews left their homes 
and their wealth [near al-Madinah] without the Muslims 
battling them. So all this is might that Allah restrained 
from afflicting the believers, in addition to a large num- 
ber of Jews and Christians leaving off war and entering 
into the jizyah agreement in humiliation and submissively. 
Thus, Allah restrained their might from the believers.” 


These words altogether carry a monumental lesson for the 


and decided to forego the battle and return to Makkah due to their fear. 


2 This refers to an incident that took place when the Prophet # was 
encamped outside Makkah as the treaty of Hudaybiyah was being 
negotiated with Quraysh. The more zealous youth of Quraysh saw that 
their leaders wanted a treaty with the Prophet #}, so they sought to devise 
a plan that would ruin the negotiations. They decided to head out at 
night and stealthily move towards the Muslim encampment where they 
would take action and attempt to ignite a war. Around seventy or eighty 
of them went out and descended from Mount at-Tan’im, attempting to 
sneak towards the Muslim camp, but were all captured by Muhammad 
Ibn Maslamah, the commander of the Muslim guard. The Prophet # 
later freed them all to ensure the successful negotiation of the treaty. In 
this regard, Allah $ revealed the ayah, {And it is He who withheld their 
hands from you and your hands from them within the area of Makkah 
after He caused you to overcome them} [Al-Fath: 24]. 
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believers: No matter how powerful the kuffar may seem, 
Allah is capable of restraining their might and keeping it 
from afflicting the believers, and He can do so in sever- 
al ways; by sowing discord within their ranks, or bring- 
ing about conditions that make it impossible for them to 
wage an all-out war against the believers,’ or by interven- 
ing when they attack with all their might and destroying 
them in a manner that could not have been imagined, 
for {None knows the armies of your Lord except Him} 


[Al-Muddaththir: 31]. 


Likewise, no matter how weak the Ummah may appear, 
Allah is capable of granting victory to His pious slaves, 
for He % has control over all affairs. The weakness of the 
Muslims militarily in comparison with their enemies can, 
therefore, never be an excuse not to wage jihad, because 
{Allah is predominant over His affair} [Yusuf: 21] and as 
such will support His slaves and grant them victory even 
over an enemy that is exponentially more powerful than 
they are. The odds mean nothing, for {Indeed, the plot of 
Shaytan has ever been weak} [An-Nisa’: 76], and {How 
many a small company has overcome a large company by 
permission of Allah} [Al-Baqgarah: 249]. So how much 
more guarantee do the believers need from Allah in order 
to understand that victory has been decreed for them and 
all they need to do is to march forth and seek it! This was 


3 An example of this today is the crusaders’ refusal to put boots on the 
ground in their war against the Khilafah. Thus, Allah has restrained their 
might in that regard and allowed the Islamic State to continue to expand 
while the crusaders are busy vetting, bribing, and training apostates to do 
the fighting for them, with their efforts largely proving fruitless. 


{That perhaps Allah will restrain the might 
of those who disbelieve} [An-Nisa’: 84] 
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a lesson that Bani Israil failed to grasp, for when Musa 
x. ordered them to march forth and claim the land that 
Allah had decreed for them, they used the enemy’s over- 
whelming strength as an excuse to refrain from jihad for 
the cause of Allah. {“O my people, enter the Holy Land 
which Allah has assigned to you and do not turn back and 
[thus] become losers.” They said, “O Masa, indeed within 
it is a people of tyrannical strength, and indeed, we will 
never enter it until they leave it; but if they leave it, then 
we will enter”} [Al-Maidah: 21-22]. Their failure to place 
their trust in their Lord and wage jihad for His cause then 
led to their punishment, such that they were forbidden 
from entering the Holy Land and made to wander about 
for forty years. {Allah said, “Then indeed, it is forbidden 
to them for forty years in which they will wander through- 
out the land. So do not grieve over the defiantly disobedi- 
ent people”} [Al-Maidah: 26]. 


The Muslim must therefore be wary of ignoring Allah's 
command to fight for His cause, and even more wary of 
accepting the flimsy excuses put forth by the defeatist 
“scholars,” whose claims that the Ummah is too weak to 
wage jihad are being proven false by the Islamic State day 
after day. 


May Allah return the Muslims to their religion and guide 
them back to the path of jihad. 
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